Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 




1. (Currently Amended) A workpiece management system for storing substantially 
flat workpieces a ftCT th e y hav e b ee n r e mov e d from a workp ie c e storage cass e tt e hav i ng 
b ee n l ocat e d w i thin^ cont a in e r inc l ud i ng a cont ai n e r sh ell and a conta i n e r door w i thin 
an e nv i ronm e nt that i a i so l at e d from amb ie nt cond i t i ons , th e syst e m comprising: 

a load port , saioyioad port being capable of supporting the a container that has a 
container door removably coupled to a container shell and separating the container door 
from the container shell order to provide access to the workpieces located within the 
container support e d bv theUvorkpi e c e storag e cass e tt e:^^^ ^ — 



a stocker having a storage area isolated frorrytfie ambient environmenUsaid 



stocker adapted to store eaci\ workpiece in said storage area for storing th e workp ie c e s 
after the workpiece th e y havo Vias yeen removed from the container workpi e c e storag e 
cass e tt e; and \ / 

a workpiece transfer niechanism for transferring each for removing th e 
workp ie c e s from the workpiece Ratwgen the container storag e cass e tt e and placing the 
workpi e c e s i n and said storage area stocker and for transf e rr i ng the workpi e c e s from 
sa i d stock e r to th e workp ie c e storage cass e tt e. 

2. (Currently Amended) A The workpiece management system as r e c i t e d i n 
according to claim 1, wherein said Istocker stores each of the workpieces in a 
substantially vertical orientation. \ 

3. (Currently Amended) A The worl<biece management system as r e cit e d i n 
according to claim 1, wherein s ai d stock o r m the workpiece management system may 
b o var ie d include between one and six of saidVtockers . 

4. (Currently Amended) A The workpiece^ management system as r e c i ted i n 
according to claim 1, wherein sa i d stock e r i n th^workpiece management system may 
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b e var ie d iiDclude between one and eight of said stockers . 

5. (Currency Amended) A The workpiece management system as r e c i t e d i n - ijj^ 
according to cla^m 1, wherein sa i d stock e r in the workpiece management system may 
b e v a r ie d betweeti one and twelve of said stockers. 



6. (Currently Artjendad) A The workpiece management system as r e c i t e d i n 
according to claim 1, whefei^ stocker may be stored remotely from the workpiece 
management system. \ i 

7. (Currently Amendetm A The workpiece management system as r e cit e d i n 
according to claim 1, wheren^^id stocker may be used for bulk transport of reticles 
away from the workpiece management system. 

8. (Currently Amended) A retrcle management system for storing individual reticles 
after the reticles have been removed from a r e t i c le ho l ding cass e tt e l ocat e d w i th i n a 
SMIF pod , the SMIF pod having a pod door that is removablv coupled to a pod shell aft4 
a pod door , the system comprising: \ 

a load port assemblv , said load\port assemblv being capable of supporting the 
SMIF pod and separating the pod doo\ from the pod shell to provide access to the 
reticles stored within the SMIF pod support e d by th o r o t i clo ho l d i ng cass e tt e; 

a reticle stocker capable of stor i ng \ p l ural i ty of i ndiv i dua l adapted to store each 
of the reticles once the reticle that have ha^been removed from the SMIF pod cass e tt e, 
said reticle stocker including: \ 
a rotatable central shaft; \ 

a plurality of annular carousels coaxially aligned with and secured to said 
rotatable central shaft, each one of said ypluralitv of annular carousels carous el 
having multiple substantially radially oriented slots extending outward from said 
rotatable central shaft such that each saia slot is capabl e of stor i ng stores an 
individual reticle in a substantially vertical orientation; aft4 

a fan filter unit b ei ng adapted to circulare clean air by the reticles seated in 
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